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Virtual Statehouse Day - Presidents’ Day 

House Bill 1423 Action Party #3 - Feb 16, 2026  
 
What is House Bill 1423?  
HB 1423 is a forced local governance shift, stripping power from Indianapolis Public Schools (IPS) and 
transferring it to a new corporation that does not yet exist, one with an all-appointed board by the mayor. This 
new corporation with its super board will be given the power to levy and collect property taxes, as well as have 
control over school buildings and buses—some of the community's most valuable assets.While there are a 
number of bad bills that affect local control of schools, this one is the keystone. Once governance changes are 
normalized in one district, they become a model for future state action elsewhere. 

 
Flood the Statehouse switchboard! On Monday Feb 16, take five minutes to call your state senator and 
at least one more state senator from the list below.  
 

1.​ Unsure who your State Senator is? You can find them here.  
2.​ You can find their direct phone number in this list.  
3.​ Additional Senators to call are on the next page.  

 
How to Start the Call:  
Hello, My name is __________. My address is______________ . My phone number is ___________.  I am a 
____________ (parent, grandparent, teacher, nurse, mom, dad, etc.) and I am calling to oppose House Bill 
1423. 
 
Provide One Reason That Resonates with You. Here Are Examples:  

●​ This is taxation without representation. It matters to me that those with the power to tax and 
distribute those taxes are ELECTED. Appointed boards answer to the appointing authority, not the 
public. Elected boards are accountable to voters. Power should remain with the people.  

●​ This creates new costs in a non-budget year. Our schools are already facing significant property tax 
cuts due to last year’s Senate Bill 1 and now this new bureaucratic organization needs 3% of property 
tax dollars from IPS and its charter schools to operate? This isn’t a budget year. What will be cut to fund 
this?   

●​ Indiana doesn’t need more school district administrators. This bill creates an entirely new and 
expensive layer of completely appointed bureaucracy with control over school buildings and 
transportation, while offering no clear benefit to students in the classroom. 

●​ This powergrab precedent could spread across Indiana. What is to stop this antidemocratic model 
from being used to create a corporation overseeing the transportation, facilities and referendum 
decisions over several small, rural public school districts? Many policies begin with Indianapolis and 
other urban school districts at the center, only to affect other Hoosier communities down the road. 
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https://iga.in.gov/information/find-legislators
https://www.citact.org/2026-indiana-state-senators


 

 
How to End the Call:  
I urge [Senator] to protect local democracy and vote NO on HB 1423. Please do not rush permanent changes 
that affect public schools and communities across Indiana. Thank you for your time.  
 
Friendbanking: ​
 
The power of a phone tree can’t be underestimated. We can move our circles of influence into action.  
Once you have made your own calls, please email, call or text your friends, neighbors, or family members all 
across Indiana.  
 
Sample text 
Hi! Can you please take 2 minutes to call your state senator and Senator Bray and say NO to HB 1423? It 
strips authority from elected school boards and hurts local democratic control and accountability. Even a 
15-second message helps. All the information is at this link:  
 
Additional Senators to Call:  
 
District 1 Dan Dernulc  - 317-232-9414 
District 5 Ed Charbonneau  -317-232-9494 
District 6 Rick Niemeyer  - 317-232-9489 
District 7 Brian Buchanan  - 317-234-9441 
District 8: Mike Bohacek  - 317-232-9533 
District 13: Susan Glick  - 317-232-9493 
District 16: Justin Busch  - 317-232-9488 
District 18: Stacey Donato  - 317-234-9054 
District 19: Travis Holdman  - 317-232-9453 
District 22: Ron Alting  - 317-232-9808 
District 23: Spencer Deery  - 317-232-9517 
District 24: Brett Clark  - 317-232-9490 
District 26: Scott Alexander  - 317-232-9984  
District 28: Michael Crider  - 317-234-9054 

District 31: Kyle Walker  - 317-232-9488 
District 32: Aaron Freeman  - 317-232-9490 
District 36: Cyndi Carrasco  - 317-232-9533 
District 37: Rodric Bray (President Pro Tem) - 
317-232-9416 
District 38: Greg Goode  - 317-233-0930 
District 39: Eric Bassler  - 317-234-9425 
District 41: Greg Walker  - 317-232-9489 
District 42: Jean Leising  - 317-232-9493 
District 44: Eric Koch  - 317-234-9425 
District 47: Gary Byrne  - 317-232-9497 
District 48: Daryl Schmitt  - 317-232-9541 
District 49: Jim Tomes  - 317-232-9414 
District 50: Vaneta Becker  - 317-232-9494  

 
Additional Links:  
 
Share this doc with your friend!  
HB 1423 legislation 
Other ICPE Calls to Action 
House Direct Office Numbers 

How to Attend Third House Events 
So Many More Ways to Take Action 
JOIN ICPE 
ICPE Five Things Newsletter 

 
FAQ: 
I already did this last week. Do I need to do it again? Yes. Keep making calls and reaching out to friends to 
call. Follow up with them and ask - Did you make that call?  
What if it’s after Feb 16? Should I call? Yes. This week the bill is in Senate Appropriations. The final vote by 
the Senators likely won’t vote on the bill until the week of Feb 17.  
Should I call other senators if I’m not a constituent?  Yes. This decision in the state senate will have lasting 
impacts across Indiana and it’s good to let them know your views. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qBcQ19kOmNK39wU60hPC5yrSLN8bK3090MraHU2_Crk/edit?usp=sharing
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2026/bills/house/1423/details
https://indianacoalitionforpubliced.org/bill-watch/
https://www.citact.org/2026-indiana-state-representatives
https://indianacoalitionforpubliced.org/attend-third-house-meeting/
https://indianacoalitionforpubliced.org/take-action/
https://indianacoalitionforpubliced.org/join/
https://givebutter.com/messages/view/7f899096-9337-45c1-9f8f-a50611a40796

