BICPE:
Testifying at the Statehouse

1) Find Committee & Appearance Form

Go to https://iga.in.gov/202 mmitt testify. Fill out the online appearance form.
Note that you can’t sign up until midnight of the day of the bill hearing:

Indiana General Assembly

Committee Appearance Portal

Appearance Form

Please fill out the following information to submit your request to testify. Please
note that this form may only be completed and submitted on the day the
committee is scheduled to meet.

* = Required information

Joan

Jones

Indiana Coalition for Public Education
Senate Standing

Committee

Meeting Date

Bill Eligible for Testimony

Support Oppose Neutral

™
\:\ I'm not a robot

2) Where To Go & Logistics
Now that you are signed up to testify, where do you go?
e Budget time to park and walk to the Statehouse.
e Look at a map to know exactly where you are going.

e There are several parking garages nearby - plan ahead!


https://iga.in.gov/2025/committees/testify
https://goo.gl/maps/6kcj1hzu4Ra3UZzLA
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e There is meter parking in the area. The ParkMobile app is a way to pay for parking in
downtown Indianapolis. Simply download the app and enter some information, including
your license plate number and card number. If you do use meter parking, you will want to
select the maximum time allowed on the meter and know that you may have to leave to
feed it (or risk getting a ticket) if the app is not an option for you.

e Enter the Statehouse from the public entrances on the east or west sides. The west side
is handicap accessible. You will have to go through security with a metal detector.
Budget time to go through security. The time this takes depends on how many people
are in line.

e Here is a map of the Statehouse. If you don’t know where you are going, feel free to ask
for the location of your specific hearing. The security people and staff at the information
desk should be able to point you in the right direction.

e Committee hearings could be located in the House or Senate chambers, rooms on the
4th floor and some rooms on the 1st floor (the basement). The location will be on the
Standing committee page.

All Committees

Standing Committees

Senate House

Agriculture Agriculture and Rural Development

Appropriations Commerce, Small Business and Economic

Development 9:30 AM

Fl
3

School Funding Subcommittee

(8) Family and Children Services
Commerce and Technology

Fl
E

Corrections and Criminal Law

Environmental Affairs.

Education

Education and Career Development
Elections Elections and Apportionment

Fl
3
i

H

vernment and Regulatory Reform
Environmen tal Affairs Employment, Labor and Pensions

Environmental Affairs

z

Family and Children Services
10:30 AM

Fl
3
>

Health and Provider Services

() Roads and Transportation
Homeland Security and Transportation Government and Regulatory Reform

Insurance 1:30 PM

@
E

Judiciary (S) Senate Session

Local Government 1:30 PM

z

] 3 g
¥ Bz ¥

H

Judiciary

C (H) House Session
Local Government Natural Resources

Public Health

e Keep in mind that the floors are confusing. The main level where you enter is actually
floor 2, and the basement is floor 1. For example, you might only need to go up one
flight of stairs to get to the third floor where the chambers are located

e Proceed to the room, and confirm you are signed up to speak. There have been some
technology glitches with the online appearance form signup, so it doesn’t hurt to confirm.

e Look for our lobbyist, Joel Hand, or other ICPE contacts for additional help on what to
say and do. Contact us ahead of time if you would like our guidance and support!

3) What To Say / Crafting Testimony


https://parkmobile.io/
https://iga.in.gov/information/locations-and-maps
https://iga.in.gov/committees/standing
mailto:info@indianacoalitionforpubliced.org
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e Prior to going to the statehouse, please review ICPE’s Blog & Statehouse Notes for
current Calls to Action and specific bills. These resources will give you an excellent idea
of what bills are under consideration, where they are in the process at any given time,
and information on what the bills are about, and talking points about them.

e You should speak on the bill based on its current form (understand amendments may
have occurred) and READ THE ACTUAL BILL before you speak on it. You can find the

“latest version” of the bill on the individual bill page on the website. All the information
about any bill will be listed under the Legislation tab on the General Assembly’s website.

FindaBill | Find Yo

Click on a highlighted bill on the list and read the bill digest (the bill summary).

n v Committees v Le

By Legislator By Subject

Search for Bills. @ All | [ ]Senate [ | House | [ | Active [ ] Inactive

Bills for 2025 Session

As bills are introduced during the legislative session, the bill number and short description are included in the list below. Active bills are displayed in blue. All bills must achieve certain
milestones within specific deadines throughout the legislative process in order to remain active. Those bills that do not are displayed in gray once the milestone has passed, and a
label of “Inactive" is applied for use by screen reader adaptive technologies.

Senate Bills House Bills
SB1: Property tax relief. HB 1001 State budget
SB 2: Medicaid matters HB 1002: Various education matters.
SB 3: Fiduciary duty in health plan administration. HB 1003: Health matters.
SB 4: Water matters HB 1004: Nonprofit hospitals
SB 5: State fiscal and contracting matters. HB 1005: Housing and building matters.
SB 6: Property tax deferral program HB 1006: Prosecutors.
SB 7: Agricultural land assessment HB 1007: Energy generation resources.
HB 1008: Indiana-Illinois boundary
SB 9: Maximum levy growth quotient. HB 1011: End of life options.
SB 10: Voter registration HB 1012: Notice to owner of the site of an accident
SB 11: Minor access and use of social media HB 1013: Designation of state nickname.
SB 12: Removal of squatters. HB 1014: C: terms of for

Revised 2/2/25


https://www.indianacoalitionforpubliced.org/blog/
https://iga.in.gov/legislative
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Click on “Latest Fiscal Note” to get a clear explanation of the bill. This is the best first
place to begin. Then read the full bill. Click on the Latest Version.

Find aBill | Find Your Legislator

Home Information v  Sey on v Laws v Publications v Q

Latest Version of Bill

Resolutions By Legislator Session Year:

Fiscal Note

Latest Version

< SB7 SB9 >

Latest Fiscal Note Senate Blll 8 D E
Bill Digest

School levy referenda.

Introduced Senate Bill (S)

Authored by: Sen. Brian Buchan: €n. Mike Gaskill, Sen. Linda Rogers.

Senate Amendments .
Digest
Provides that: (1) a a school toimpose property taxes to pay debt service on bonds or lease
rentals on a lease for a specified controlled project; (2) a school corporation operating referendum tax levy; or (3) a school
corporation school safety referendum tax levy; may be placed on the ballot only at a primary election conducted in a general
election year or a general election. Provides that a school corporation may not adopt a resolution to place an operating referendum
or school safety referendum on the ballot during the second calendar year after the final calendar

House Amendments

Senate Roll Calls

House Roll Calls

Bill Versions

Committee Amendments

Committee Reports

CCR/Concurrence/Dissent

FAQ__ Archives (2000-2013) _Pul gency Reports Portal _Accessibility _Site Map__Contact Us

We strongly suggest that you consider referencing specific pages and lines of the bill.
This establishes credibility and shows the legislators that you have read the bill.

In addition, the big picture is important too. Please review “Facts About School Choice
and Indiana Education Funding” for some great general talking points about supporting
public schools.

YOUR story is important! What is your story? Why are you here? What school does
your child attend? How does the bill connect to you and your life? Why do you support or
oppose the bill?

Know the time you will be allotted (sometimes this is in the meeting agenda).

Talk about things in a way that is comfortable to you. Some combination of the three
things outlined above (specific bill talking points, overall public education talking points,
personal story) is great, but please remember to keep it brief. You will probably only
have 2-3 minutes to speak in a hearing.

Write out either bullet points or the full statement. Many people like to write their entire
statement to ensure they can fit in everything they want to say. Bring a paper copy if it's
easier for you to read.

Time yourself. A ballpark number is 150 words/minute.


https://www.icpe-monroecounty.org/facts.html
https://www.icpe-monroecounty.org/facts.html
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e Your power is projecting who you are. While the room will be full of people wearing suits,
you should dress in a way that makes you feel comfortable in that context. Usually
business casual attire is recommended, but the Statehouse is the people’s house.

e Know that your presence matters and YOU are making a difference!

e Realize that you are testifying and you may be questioned at the end of your testimony.
Try to be prepared and anticipate questions, but if you don’t know the answer to the
question, it's ok to say that! You can reiterate why you are there and why it matters to
you.

4) Thinking About Tone

If possible, for the purpose of reaching committee members, imagine that they are trying to do
good work and share some of your values. Appeal to any values that you believe you may hold
in common.

There is space for indignation, too. If you need to express indignation or distress, it may be
helpful to think of focusing it on ideas rather than personalities.

Basic civility is important and will make it more likely that they will hear you and will be able to
respond to you in kind.

5) Share

Wow...that wasn’t so bad! In fact, it was interesting and empowering!
Now what? SHARE!

Please let us know who you talked to and how it went! Email us at
info@indianapubliceducation.org

Spread the word FAR and WIDE. Testifying is a big deal. Inspire others to do what you just did!
Take a Statehouse selfie and use social media to share your experience with others! Don't
forget to tag ICPE!


mailto:info@indianapubliceducation.org
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